
Five-Paragraph

Essay Formula



Topic

Parents reading

to small children



Thesis

Young children whose 

parents read to them

are more likely to be successful

in school.

Vocabulary

increases

Reading levels 

increaseBackground 

knowledge in 
other classes 

such as science
and social studies 

increase



Five-Paragraph Formula

Introduction paragraph with thesis

“I”

Introduction

Paragraph

GS = General Statement

E   =  Example

TS = Topic Sentence

O =   Opinion

FO = Final Opinion

I     = Introduction

GS
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Thesis



First Body Paragraph

GS = General Statement

E   =  Example
TS = Topic Sentence

O =   Opinion

FO = Final Opinion

I     = Introduction
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Second Body Paragraph

GS = General Statement

E   =  Example
TS = Topic Sentence

O =   Opinion

FO = Final Opinion

I     = Introduction
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Third Body Paragraph

GS = General Statement

E   =  Example
TS = Topic Sentence

O =   Opinion

FO = Final Opinion

I     = Introduction
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Concluding Paragraph

GS = General Statement

E   =  Example
TS = Topic Sentence

O =   Opinion
FO = Final Opinion
I     = Introduction
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Thesis
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